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Introduction: 

· Talk about the language we use: Being converted to Christ.

· That is far more than a prayer at the end of a sermon: Save me Jesus.  A prayer may be the beginning of a process – a long process! – a painful process! (Individual and corporate)
· That process is summarized in:

Philip. 3:10 (NASB)  

    that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 

· Graham Cooke refers to this process of conversion as “death by installments – the slow death of our mind-sets, our attitudes, perceptions, and paradigms with apparently nothing obvious to take their place.”

· The conversion process is about learning – learning to trust Christ with the exchange of your life for His life – resurrection life!

· If you do not understand the conversion process when under pressure you will lash out at other people.  It’s their fault!  It will make you an angry, frustrated person resisting this “death by installments” trying desperately to protect yourself.

· If you do understand the conversion process in crisis (Chinese symbol for crisis is danger and opportunity) you will turn inwardly to the Spirit of Christ and wait patiently with praise and thanksgiving for the Lord Jesus to reveal His life to you in the midst of external chaos.

· In the crisis of conversion you need revelation.  What is the Lord doing here?  What are you trying to get at here Lord?  What are you teaching me in this?  

· In the crisis of conversion you’ll need to find the Lord in it.  Not being able to find the Lord in your crisis results in being “stuck”; experiencing the same brokenness in relationships and life over and over again without growing into a mature follower of Christ.

The Apostle Paul explains the conversion process and it’s fruit in the book of Colossians.

Col. 3:3-15 (NLT)  

    For you died when Christ died, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. [4] And when Christ, who is your real life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory. 

    [5] So put to death the sinful, earthly things lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual sin, impurity, lust, and shameful desires. Don't be greedy for the good things of this life, for that is idolatry.
· An idol is anything you have to check with before you say yes to Christ.

 [6] God's terrible anger will come upon those who do such things. [7] You used to do them when your life was still part of this world. [8] But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious behavior, slander, and dirty language. [9] Don't lie to each other, for you have stripped off your old evil nature and all its wicked deeds. [10] In its place you have clothed yourselves with a brand-new nature that is continually being renewed as you learn more and more about Christ, who created this new nature within you. [11] In this new life, it doesn't matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free. Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us. 

    [12] Since God chose you to be the holy people whom he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. [13] You must make allowance for each other's faults and forgive the person who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. [14] And the most important piece of clothing you must wear is love. Love is what binds us all together in perfect harmony. [15] And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body you are all called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 

· We’ve read this before and we all nod our heads, “Yes that’s right!”
· But then we go home.  We go to work. We have to be around people!  

· And who shows up?  Not the new man, the old man!

· So we go back one more time after we beat ourselves up for not being a “good” Christian and we purpose to try harder not to angrily “blow up” the next time someone insults us, offends us or confronts us.

· But I’ve been reading from chap. 3.  What came before that?

· Let’s go back to Chap. 1.  Maybe there’s something we need to know and experience from Chap. 1 that will give us power to live in Chap. 3!

Col. 1:16-18 (NLT)  

    Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can't see—kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created through him and for him. [17] He existed before everything else began, and he holds all creation together. 

    [18] Christ is the head of the church, which is his body. He is the first of all who will rise from the dead, so he is first in everything. 
· Here’s the keys to living in Chap. 3.

1. Christ is to be first in everything.  Anything that you try to put first in your life before the Lord will be confronted by the Spirit of God.
a. Family

b. Hobbies

c. Work

d. Pleasure, recreation

e. Money

f. The pursuit of things.  

g. Your busy life

2. Christ holds all things together – not us.  Our desperate attempt to make life work for ourselves and keep our life intact is a vain effort. 

Worship Team (video is 7 min long)

Video:  Louie Giglio – talking about Christ holding our life together.

Conclusion:

We are in the process of “death by installments” to our desires so that the real life of Christ might live in us.

If life feels like crisis or out of control – stop trying to hold it together on your own.  Yield your life to the one who created you and who will himself hold your life together in His life.

Read prophetic word over people

Pray.
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